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Charles Dickens was a prolific writer of letters throughout his life. There are extant more than

13,000 letters that he wrote to friends, family, fellow authors and actors as well as many letters

written to people involved in good causes he espoused. In the hands of actor and writer Simon

Callow, one of the most prominent Dickens interpreters of our time, this informative and entertaining

selection shows Dickens in his many guises. We know Charles Dickens the author, but these letters

offer a fascinating glimpse into Charles Dickens the man.
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My father was very excited to listen to this on his drive home from our xmas vacation in a few days.

Charles Dickens hoped that none of the many letters he wrote would ever surface after he was

gone. In fact, he implored his friends and relatives to destroy them. But, luckily, many of these

letters have survived, and they paint a fascinating picture of him as a man.Always the actor and

novelist, Dickens loved to assume a character in his writing, seeking to entertain his audience as

much as convey information. Letter writing seems to have been as much a joy to him as working on

his novels.In this audio presentation of Charles Dickens: A Portrait in Letters, Simon Callow shares

some of his more interesting letters. Focusing on themes like friendship, work, travel, the theater,

and love, the letters are arranged to dig deeper into his personality. And the letters themselves are

read with the sense that Dickens is reading them aloud as he is writing them. Interspersed between

the letters, some general information about Dickens or the intended recipient are provided.The



novels of Dickens have enchanted readers, and his fans will enjoy a more intimate look at this very

interesting man. I highly recommend Charles Dickens: A Portrait in Letters.Reviewer: Alice Berger
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